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(4) Plan how the operator and offi-
cials can engage in mutual assistance
to minimize hazards to life or property.

[Amdt. 192–24, 41 FR 13587, Mar. 31, 1976, as
amended by Amdt. 192–71, 59 FR 6585, Feb. 11,
1994]

§ 192.616 Public education.
Each operator shall establish a con-

tinuing educational program to enable
customers, the public, appropriate gov-
ernment organizations, and persons en-
gaged in excavation related activities
to recognize a gas pipeline emergency
for the purpose of reporting it to the
operator or the appropriate public offi-
cials. The program and the media used
must be as comprehensive as necessary
to reach all areas in which the operator
transports gas. The program must be
conducted in English and in other lan-
guages commonly understood by a sig-
nificant number and concentration of
the non-English speaking population in
the operator’s area.

[Amdt. 192–71, 59 FR 6585, Feb. 11, 1994]

§ 192.617 Investigation of failures.
Each operator shall establish proce-

dures for analyzing accidents and fail-
ures, including the selection of samples
of the failed facility or equipment for
laboratory examination, where appro-
priate, for the purpose of determining
the causes of the failure and minimiz-
ing the possibility of a recurrence.

§ 192.619 Maximum allowable operat-
ing pressure: Steel or plastic pipe-
lines.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(c) of this section, no person may oper-
ate a segment of steel or plastic pipe-
line at a pressure that exceeds the low-
est of the following:

(1) The design pressure of the weak-
est element in the segment, deter-
mined in accordance with subparts C
and D of this part. However, for steel
pipe in pipelines being converted under
§ 192.14 or uprated under subpart K of
this part, if any variable necessary to
determine the design pressure under
the design formula (§ 192.105) is un-
known, one of the following pressures
is to be used as design pressure:

(i) Eighty percent of the first test
pressure that produces yield under sec-

tion N5.0 of Appendix N of ASME B31.8,
reduced by the appropriate factor in
paragraph (a)(2)(ii) of this section; or

(ii) If the pipe is 324 mm (123⁄4 in) or
less in outside diameter and is not test-
ed to yield under this paragraph, 1379
kPa (200 psig).

(2) The pressure obtained by dividing
the pressure to which the segment was
tested after construction as follows:

(i) For plastic pipe in all locations,
the test pressure is divided by a factor
of 1.5.

(ii) For steel pipe operated at 100
p.s.i.g. or more, the test pressure is di-
vided by a factor determined in accord-
ance with the following table:

Class location

Factors1, segment—

Installed
before

(Nov. 12,
1970)

Installed
after (Nov.
11, 1970)

Converted
under

§ 192.14

1 ............................... 1.1 1.1 1.25
2 ............................... 1.25 1.25 1.25
3 ............................... 1.4 1.5 1.5
4 ............................... 1.4 1.5 1.5

1 For offshore segments installed, uprated or converted after
July 31, 1977, that are not located on an offshore platform,
the factor is 1.25. For segments installed, uprated or con-
verted after July 31, 1977, that are located on an offshore
platform or on a platform in inland navigable waters, including
a pipe riser, the factor is 1.5.

(3) The highest actual operating pres-
sure to which the segment was sub-
jected during the 5 years preceding
July 1, 1970 (or in the case of offshore
gathering lines, July 1, 1976), unless the
segment was tested in accordance with
paragraph (a)(2) of this section after
July 1, 1965 (or in the case of offshore
gathering lines, July 1, 1971), or the
segment was uprated in accordance
with subpart K of this part.

(4) The pressure determined by the
operator to be the maximum safe pres-
sure after considering the history of
the segment, particularly known corro-
sion and the actual operating pressure.

(b) No person may operate a segment
to which paragraph (a)(4) of this sec-
tion is applicable, unless over-pressure
protective devices are installed on the
segment in a manner that will prevent
the maximum allowable operating
pressure from being exceeded, in ac-
cordance with § 192.195.

(c) Notwithstanding the other re-
quirements of this section, an operator
may operate a segment of pipeline
found to be in satisfactory condition,
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